The development of cancer treatment has been discussed. The progressive provision of the service in the province is described with emphasis on the place of the Belfast City Hospital in the overall plan.
INTRODUCTION
Cancer is not a single disease with a single cause and a single cure. Rather, it is a family of closely related diseases and has probably been present from the beginning of life. Sarcoma has been found in the bones of dinosaurs, while cancerous tissues have been found in Egyptian mummies. Celsus, one of the fathers of medicine, classified and treated breast cancer in 30 BC. His treatment was purgation and blood letting! Another famous pre-Christian doctor, Galen, is reported to have performed the first mastectomy for this condition. The first radical operation was performed by Cabrol in France in 1590. The radical operation which is still performed in some centres was originally described in 1867 by an English surgeon, C H Moore. He himself never performed the operation which was popularised during the 1890's by Halstead and Mayo in the USA, and by Bilroth in Germany. At that time much progress was being made in medicine. In January 1896, Roentgen reported his discovery of x-rays, and in the following year x-ray therapy was used to treat skin cancer. In 1898, Pierre and Marie Curie discovered radium.
In 1902, together with Dr. Bequerel who had recognised the radioactivity of radium, they were jointly awarded the Nobel Prize. In 
